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W) Vs foreé
0 h o me | fersl m@very 50 children in our country. Worse yet, Georgia is 49th in child
homelessness per capita according to a recent study released by the National Center on
Family Homelessness. Read what one of our teenagers, a 16 year old girl, has to say about
being homeless.

What Homelessness Means to Me by J.M.

About two and a half months ago, my parents informed me that we were going t

over the past few years. But this moye
lease was up or because we just wanted a change; we were evicted.

For those who may not know this, eviction is just a fancy word for getting kicked oug of
JM.received a $25 giftcertiiy our apart ment because you candot affdrd

cate forher winning essay.  haye g hom&t he next day you donét .

Some people think that homeless people bring that upon themselves by being lazy. But let me just tell ygu that
is not always the case. The Bible foretold thgt
Times are hard now. The economy is suffering and nearly everyone is being affected. Many of us are jupt strug-

know and having to adjust to a different, often frightening and unstable way of life.

For some, that means living out of their cars, or going to a shelter, or even sleeping under bridges and orf park
benches. Thankfully, we were able to avoid that because after many prayers, we were accepted into thejHome-

our lives together, so we can get back on our feet.

Things are better now. We have a roof over our heads, clothes on our backs, and food in our bellies. Wi may
not have everything that we want, but we do have all that we need. Jehovah God has never failed us anfl | know

that with His help, we are going to be alright. And | thank Him every day for every blessing He has givenjus.

To J.M. and all the other children of our client families,
W) Vs for HomeStretch and HomeStretch is for Hope .

i The HomeStretch mission:
(HomeStretch guides homeless working families with minor children in North Metro Atlanta toward
increased selfeliance and stability by providing life skills training, mentoring and supportive lousing.

www.homestretch.org Info@homestretch.org

have to move soon. At first, [ di dno t hi

gling to make ends meet and someti mes when the don

Stretch program. This has truly been a blessing to our family. They gave us a place to live and are helpihg us get



HomeStretch welcomes Rose Burton, Executive Director

W The Board of Directors and HomeStretch staff are pleased to add Rose Burton to the organization

h as Executive Director. She comes to us with an impressive resume; from 2004- 2008 she was em-

‘ ployed as the Deputy Executive Director of Community Action Organization (CAO) of Erie Co. New

‘ - HOU York, and prior to that she was the Assistant Director, Resource Development. CAO offers a spec-
trum of services (employment, transitional housing, education, and health) to low income families
and individuals. In her various capacities, Rose spearheaded strategic initiatives for community
outreach and program development as well as produced a 15 point sustainability plan to build ca-
pacity and in her last three years she personally raised $3,900,000 in sponsorships, public funding
and fee for service arrangements.

Prior to CAO, she was employed as VP, Small Business Relationship Manager for Citibank, and also
Bank Officer/Relationship Manager, for Key Bank, both located in Buffalo, N.Y. During this time

she served on two Boards of Directors; WNED/PBS Community Advisory Board from 2003 2008,
and with the YMCA Humboldt-Masten Family Branch Board Member 19952008, and Board Vice Chairperson from 19991 2000, she
was also recognized as the Volunteer of the Year for this organization in 1999.

Rose writeseé

ltds Spring, a time when most of us feel a sense o imxedenmtonse d
and concern about the days ahead. Daily we learn of businesses at risk, job losses, foreclosures, and the list gogmme Witk concern
and after a moment we think, ol dm okay; my family inavthatsameogdn t , ¢
el seds | ife is bei ngodanotherafathet, abhyd. trécaldisenind ioforieiofdhe preésidbdebates Bst fall, a
woman stepped to the microphone and announced that her husband had lost his job and they were now living in their caft weds

come bacWi tb weu please help us?96

el

The same call for help is echoing all across the country. We hear it regularly at HomeStretch, where frightened faneligsuoking
for solutions, desperate to keep their families t og adehthese
families with open arms, surrounding them with a lot of love and encouragement from staff, volunteers, mentors and sitbattsankful
hearts for all who support us, we help as many as we can. Yet, we know that the need is growing, costs are contingaiy rissources

are stretched thin. Li ke most charitabl e organi z aweituonfosyoui n |t o
with a hopeful voiceandasg,Wi | | you pl ease help us?6
There are so many ways you can get involved and make a difference for our families at HomeStretch. Will your organizatigregation
consider sponsoring a family unit? Can they serve as a volunteer team for a family? Are you able to be a mentor sidzifeeds some
other way?
Your support wil/ bring hope and optimism to a family wh
Rose J. Burton
Churches are called to the 2. P‘CCR’& ;
) 2, Congratulations to the HomeStretch staff!
Road Race Challenge! o S O i A3 (hévkn@iet00%of th lity Enh t
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Last year Roswell United Methodist Chlgch * Standard ?S 9 Traini 00 ESSU?W : anceme;n
won the team challenge. What is your ohurdas C w tandards and Support Training (QESST) requirements for ser-
team going to do this year? Your team mEH c,)\\ vice delivery to the homeless population receives accreditation

petes with the teams from other churchesa,,, AU 4EA " AT OCEA #1 A1l EOETT Ol v

Q.
see who can score the most points in support ey
of the 2009 Road Race on April 25, 2009.
Teams are awarded one point for each regis-
tered road race participant and one point for
every $25 raised through pledges. A few
weeks after the rag
ning sponsor team.
$250 gift certificate donated to a HomeS
family in the name
also present your church with a nice plaq
honor of your achievement. Come on,
churches! Answer the call!

graded on all aspects of its operations and was deemed to fol-
17 x

presentation are (from left) Tom
Plamann, Program Director of
the Georgia Council to End
WMonelessness; Katheryn Pre-

Rose Burton, HS Executive Di-
rel¥St: Mbrlifa Watson, HS Pro-
gram Director; Hugh Gardner,

~ HS Volunteer.

lstbn, Exe&utive Director, GCEH:



8th Annual
HomeStretch
Challenge

Pareserded by
The Murphy Family Hope Foundation
in Loving Memory of
Dr. VWm_ 5. Murphy

Saturday April 25th 2009
Race begins at St.Andrew Catholic Church * 675 Riverside Rd. Roswell

CHOAT

RACE SCHEDUWULE
Registration = &:30 am
Lk Startc = 7230 am
10K Start = 8:00 am
Fun Bun Start = B8:30 am

97.1 The River

Adlarta’s Premier Spring Fun/\Walk
Rat, Fast, scenic mverside course
Great for serious & casual runners,
walkers & families
1215 per person, 330 on race day
ﬁliﬂll!f:li 8. %40 far a famity up to 4
Wy N Great post race party with food, music
Y Brafe pr
Trophies awarded n 15 age categores
trophies also awarded for fun run participants

Fers oe Fo

BN & SEE

AL Andraw Cathollz Charch

guaranteed to st 600 registrants
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Register online at Active.oom or viSit www.homestretch.org or mallsfax the registration form below.
FOR MORE INFORMATION TT0.642.9185 + Info@homestretch.org

2009 Choate Construction HomeStretch Challenge ™ April 25, 2009
Last Mame Firse Mame
Cigy Zip
Work Fhone
Age on Day of Race O Male
3 10K Run 3 5k Runalk O Fun Run Tshresize: Y O5 OM OL O3 O xxL
Eritry fe= i 325 per person or 580 for 2 family up o four = On race day registration fee is 530 per person.

T —— Make Check Payable to: e
Walver bn comideration of accepancs of this entry, | wake ary sad 8l Housing Initiztive of Morth Fulton m

Storeat Address

Ermzil
Crate of Birth

Home Fhons

O Female

claims by ma s oy hoirs sgaingt officabs, sporsory ad voluntiars of e 35 Grove Vay + Rozwell, GA 30075
‘309 Homdseracch Oballengs 10K Run, 55 FamdvWallkc and Fam Run, the Cicy of or FOUr payment information to - TT0 £47-£T87

Roawall, S Andree Carholic Charch for Bliess of injury which may resulc
direcy oo indirecdy Trom oy partcipation | furcher soee that | e in progar
pliyabcd condiion 1o parthcipars bn thls avind. | ales gha parmisshon for e use
ol my regisorathon informathon aid'or my i, potiines, Brosd car telarsan oF
othier accowncs of ths avest withour compansation. Esry is non-refundabde.

Particigants Signiti ra/Dide

Partiipants G

Jian Sigeid ira
| Farthel pasd. & uiedar 18 yiiers of aga)

homesiretich

tsmporary nuslng aparmanent solutlons

OV%¥ema OMC O AMEX  Ewpiration Dace
Card & - - -
Entry Fee §
Cronation §
| won't be there but here i my donation: §
Total §
[F20550 of Entry fee is tax deductible)

Race Benefits HomeStretch
= Hﬁfﬁmﬁ Heosreless Fasmilues

Gt Back on Cowse




Volume Il Issue 1 HomeStretch Page 4
HomeStretch HEROS --
OWe coul dnot Do it Vi

So many individuals, groups, and organizations make the wonderful works of
HomeStretch possible. We are especially thankful for the following:

Our on-going partnership with Bank of America Charitable Foundation  and
their continuing sponsorship of the Peachtree Tea.

CEO Millard Choatebd6s | ead role

sponsorship of HomeStretchos fu
ing. Choate Construction Co. was the Presenting Sponsor
for the Peachtree Tea held in February and once again is the Smiles ruled the day with the aanking
Title Sponsor for this monthos [RanwrefroRafehe North Atlanta Chrjs-

tian Church. Thanks for the vday

The Giant Yard Sale at St. Andrew Catholic Church  took place Feb. 27 and
involved so many church volunteers and generated a wonderful dona- Some of the other groups who came ¢ut
tion to HomeStretch. Thanks also to St. Andrew for hosting the Home- with enthusiastic workers include:
Stretch Road Race. o . 1 Roswell Presbyterian Church
Al pharetta Met hlodal MissionCdroup raisedd$2000 5Saturdavs of Servi
for HomeStretch when they put on a FALLFest at the church. Thanks Hands On Atlant yT Work
to Local Mission co-chairs Melissa Jackson and George Martin. .an S _n i anta feamworks
First Christian Church of Roswell

/ Har ryds Far nireAlpbaretibaconknaes their long- Novogradac
W/ running support of HomeStretch, this time by sponsoring a 5% St. Peter Chanel Catholic Church
FARHERS/NARKET® Da 'y . On March 31, five percent BIéséb@Triﬁt?lX.Ss.s net [sal e
M?&Mm/ HomesStretch while our volunteers were there to spread the VIBHA & CDC (HOA Citizen Parther-
word to shoppers. As of press time, proceeds for this event

were still being tallied. ship)
And Many Othefshanks to ALL!
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Siemens and their Caring Hands Foundation

who presented HomeStretch with a grant of $5,500
as part of the Siemens Community Excellence Pro-
gram. Siemens volunteers come out in full force for
many of our workdays at Millbrook Circle.

Thanks to our Government and
Agency supporters!

City of Roswell

United Wafagency #389)

Combined Federal Camp@aigency #23812)
Fulton County Board of Commissimuensthe
guidance of the Human Services Grant Progrg

9 Fulton County Community Development Bloc
Grant

T Georgia Department of Community-Stties Y sprING CLEANINGPlease keep our partner Treasures in mind
Housing Trust Fund for Homeless Commissio You can donate your quality furnishings to Treasurefien they
i US Department of Housing and Urban Develop-se|| HomeStretch shares in the proceeds! Simply take your un-
ment wanted home treasures to their Roswell store at 11060 Alpharet
Hwy. and let them know your donation is to benefit HomeStretch

Thanks for your contribution!
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www.homestretch.org Info@homestretch.org



