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W)V is foré 
òhomelessó for 1 in every 50 children in our country.  Worse yet, Georgia is 49th in child 

homelessness per capita according to a recent study released by the National Center on 

Family Homelessness.  Read what one of our teenagers, a 16 year old girl, has to say about 

being homeless.  

 

What Homelessness Means to Me by J.M.  
 

      About two and a half months ago, my parents informed me that we were going to 

have to move soon.  At first, I didnõt think that was strange because we have moved a lot 

over the past few years.  But this move was different.  We werenõt moving because our 

lease was up or because we just wanted a change; we were evicted. 

 
For those who may not know this, eviction is just a fancy word for getting kicked out of 

your apartment because you canõt afford to pay rent.  And thatõs just it; one day you 

have a home ð the next day you donõt. 

 
Some people think that homeless people bring that upon themselves by being lazy.  But let me just tell you that 

is not always the case.  The Bible foretold that in the last days, òcritical times hard to deal withó would be here.  

Times are hard now.  The economy is suffering and nearly everyone is being affected.  Many of us are just strug-

gling to make ends meet and sometimes when they donõt meet, it means saying goodbye to what you used to 

know and having to adjust to a different, often frightening and unstable way of life. 

 
For some, that means living out of their cars, or going to a shelter, or even sleeping under bridges and on park 

benches.  Thankfully, we were able to avoid that because after many prayers, we were accepted into the Home-

Stretch program.  This has truly been a blessing to our family.  They gave us a place to live and are helping us get 

our lives together, so we can get back on our feet. 

 
Things are better now.  We have a roof over our heads, clothes on our backs, and food in our bellies.  We may 

not have everything that we want, but we do have all that we need.  Jehovah God has never failed us and I know 

that with His help, we are going to be alright.  And I thank Him every day for every blessing He has given us. 

 

To J.M. and all the other children of our client families,   

W)V  is for HomeStretch  and HomeStretch  is for Hope . 

 The HomeStretch mission:   
ȰHomeStretch guides homeless working families with minor children in North Metro Atlanta toward       
increased self-reliance and stability by providing life skills training, mentoring and supportive housing.ȱ 

 J.M. received a $25 gift certifi-

cate for her winning essay. 
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HomeStretch welcomes Rose Burton, Executive Director 
The Board of Directors and HomeStretch staff are pleased to add Rose Burton to the organization 
as Executive Director.  She comes to us with an impressive resume; from 2004- 2008 she was em-
ployed as the Deputy Executive Director of Community Action Organization (CAO) of Erie Co. New 
York, and prior to that she was the Assistant Director, Resource Development.  CAO offers a spec-
trum of services (employment, transitional housing, education, and health) to low income families 
and individuals.  In her various capacities, Rose spearheaded strategic initiatives for community 
outreach and program development as well as produced a 15 point sustainability plan to build ca-
pacity and in her last three years she personally raised $3,900,000 in sponsorships, public funding 
and fee for service arrangements.   
  

Prior to CAO, she was employed as VP, Small Business Relationship Manager for Citibank, and also 
Bank Officer/Relationship Manager, for Key Bank, both located in Buffalo, N.Y.  During this time 
she served on two Boards of Directors; WNED/PBS Community Advisory Board from 2003 ï 2008, 

and with the YMCA Humboldt-Masten Family Branch Board Member 1995-2008, and Board Vice Chairperson from 1999 ï 2000, she 

was also recognized as the Volunteer of the Year for this organization in 1999. 

Rose writesé 

 

Itõs Spring, a time when most of us feel a sense of renewed energy, hope and optimism.  But, this year, Spring brings with it mixed emotions 

and concern about the days ahead.  Daily we learn of businesses at risk, job losses, foreclosures, and the list goes on.  We pause with concern 

and after a moment we think, òIõm okay; my family is alright,ó and we go about the rest of our day.  But, in our hearts, we know that someone 

elseõs life is being affected by these difficult times ð a mother, a father, a child.  I recall listening to one of the presidential debates last fall, a 

woman stepped to the microphone and announced that her husband had lost his job and they were now living in their car.  Her soft words 

come back to me, òWill you please help us?ó  
 

The same call for help is echoing all across the country.  We hear it regularly at HomeStretch, where frightened families come to us looking 

for solutions, desperate to keep their families together, òI go to work every day; how did I end up homeless?ó  HomeStretch greets these 

families with open arms, surrounding them with a lot of love and encouragement from staff, volunteers, mentors and sponsors.  With thankful 

hearts for all who support us, we help as many as we can.  Yet, we know that the need is growing, costs are continually rising and resources 

are stretched thin.  Like most charitable organizations in todayõs economy, we too face uncertain times.  So, it is now that we turn to you 

with a hopeful voice and ask, òWill you please help us?ó 
 

There are so many ways you can get involved and make a difference for our families at HomeStretch.  Will your organization or congregation 

consider sponsoring a family unit?  Can they serve as a volunteer team for a family?  Are you able to be a mentor or offer assistance in some 

other way?   

Your support will bring hope and optimism to a family who needs you.  We hope you will é help us!  

Rose J. Burton  

Congratulations to the HomeStretch staff! 

Ȱ(ÏÍÅ3ÔÒÅÔÃÈ, having met 100% of the Quality Enhancement 
Standards and Support Training (QESST) requirements for ser-
vice delivery to the homeless population receives accreditation 
ÂÙ 4ÈÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÉÁ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ %ÎÄ (ÏÍÅÌÅÓÓÎÅÓÓȟ )ÎÃȢȱ  (3 ×ÁÓ 
graded on all aspects of its operations and was deemed to fol-
ÌÏ× Ȱ"ÅÓÔ 0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙȢ  Pictured at the certification 

presentation are (from left) Tom 
Plamann, Program Director of 
the Georgia Council to End 
Homelessness; Katheryn Pre-
ston, Executive Director, GCEH; 
Rose Burton, HS Executive Di-
rector; Monifa Watson, HS Pro-
gram Director; Hugh Gardner, 
HS Volunteer. 

Churches are called to the  

Road Race Challenge!  
Last year Roswell United Methodist Church 
won the team challenge.  What is your church 
team going to do this year?   Your team com-
petes with the teams from other churches to 
see who can score the most points in support 
of the 2009 Road Race on April 25, 2009.  
Teams are awarded one point for each regis-
tered road race participant and one point for 
every $25 raised through pledges.   A few 
weeks after the race weôll announce the win-
ning sponsor team.  This yearôs prize will be a 
$250 gift certificate donated to a HomeStretch 
family in the name of the winning team.  Weôll 
also present your church with a nice plaque in 
honor of your achievement.   Come on, 

churches!  Answer the call!   
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 Thanks to our Government and 

Agency supporters! 
 
¶ City of Roswell 

¶ United Way (agency #389) 

¶ Combined Federal Campaign (agency #23812) 

¶ Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the 

guidance of the Human Services Grant Program  

¶ Fulton County Community Development Block 

Grant 

¶ Georgia Department of Community Affairs--State 

Housing Trust Fund for Homeless Commission  

¶ US Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment 

HomeStretch  HEROS -- 

 òWe couldnôt Do it Without yaô!ò 

So many individuals, groups, and organizations make the wonderful works of 
HomeStretch possible.  We are especially thankful for the following: 
 
Our on-going partnership with Bank of America Charitable Foundation and 
their continuing sponsorship of the Peachtree Tea.  
 

CEO Millard Choateôs lead role in the 
sponsorship of HomeStretchôs fundraisers is indeed a bless-
ing.  Choate Construction Co.  was the Presenting Sponsor 
for the Peachtree Tea held in February and once again is the 
Title Sponsor for this monthôs Road Race. 

 
The Giant Yard Sale at St. Andrew Catholic Church took place Feb. 27 and 
involved so many church volunteers and  generated a wonderful dona-
tion to HomeStretch.  Thanks also to St. Andrew for hosting the Home-
Stretch Road Race.     
Alpharetta Methodist Churchôs Local Missions group raised $2000 
for HomeStretch when they put on a FALLFest at the church.  Thanks 
to Local Mission co-chairs Melissa Jackson and George Martin. 

 
Harryôs Farmers Market in Alpharetta continues their long-
running support of HomeStretch, this time by sponsoring a 5% 
Day.  On March 31, five percent of the dayôs net sales went to 
HomeStretch while our volunteers were there to spread the 
word to shoppers.  As of press time, proceeds for this event 

were still being tallied. 

 
Siemens and their Caring Hands Foundation 
who presented HomeStretch with a grant of $5,500 
as part of the Siemens Community Excellence Pro-
gram.  Siemens volunteers come out in full force for 
many of our workdays at Millbrook Circle. 

Smiles ruled the day with the hard-working 

painters from of the North Atlanta Chris-

tian Church. Thanks for the work-day! 

 
Some of the other groups who came out 

with enthusiastic workers include: 
¶ Roswell Presbyterian Church 

òSaturdays of Serviceó 

¶ Hands On Atlanta TeamWorks 

¶ First Christian Church of Roswell 

¶ Novogradac 

¶ St. Peter Chanel Catholic Church 

¶ Blessed Trinity H.S. 

¶ VIBHA & CDC (HOA Citizen Partner-

ship) 

¶ And Many Others--Thanks to ALL! 

 

 

SPRING  CLEANING?  Please keep our partner Treasures in mind.  
You can donate your quality furnishings to Treasures--when they 
sell, HomeStretch shares in the proceeds!  Simply take your un-
wanted home treasures to their Roswell store  at 11060 Alpharetta 
Hwy. and let them know your donation is to benefit HomeStretch.  
Thanks for your contribution! 


