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temporary housing | permanent solutions 

4ÈÅ (ÏÍÅ3ÔÒÅÔÃÈ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ȣ   ȰHomeStretch guides homeless working families with minor children in North 
Metro Atlanta  toward increased  self-reliance and  stability by providing  life-skills training,  mentoring  and     
supportive housingȢȱ 
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proved that no volunteer was too young to help out. Ben McGaffney (right) came with a hard-
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drea Daniels (below) smiled all day while volunteering with a group from Atlanta Clorox Corp. 

 
 
Weôve 
heard a 
lot this 
fall about 
the eco-
nomics of 

Wall Street and Main Street , the crisis in 
the real estate market and the collapsing econ-
omy.  It is too early to tell what the full impact 
of this financial crisis on HomeStretch and our 
clients will be.  Not surprisingly, we have al-
ready seen a dramatic effect in two areas:  a 
startling increase in the number of visits and 
calls from prospective clients and a steady 
decline in financial contributions. 
  
In the past month, more and more families 
who have been living on the edge have 
become homeless due to job loss and other 
unexpected consequences of the current econ-
omy.  Agencies serving the working poor have 
also been hit hard by the crisis.   For example, 

our program staff recently received a referral 
for a young mother with a seven week old 
baby. She was staying at a local area shelter 
that is being closed down because of budget 
cuts.  Due to her immediate need for housing, 
she was taken to the already over-crowed 
Gateway Shelter downtown.  She and her in-
fant had to sleep on the floor.  This family is 
currently working on their HomeStretch appli-
cation. 
 
Another recent referral came from a commu-
nity resident who visited HomeStretch with a 
friend whose home had gone into foreclosure 
due to job loss.  They were not initially aware 
of HomeStretch, and the friend had earlier 
been referred to a facility that housed sub-
stance abusers and former inmates.  She was 
forced to attend classes that did not pertain to 
her situation.  Formerly making about $50,000/
year, she is now working part -time at a $5/hr 
job while she is looking for full -time employ-
ment.  Our family coordinator is working with 
her during her HS application process.   

Our program staff reports that for the first time 
in the history of HomeStretch we have been 
experiencing a larger number of applicants 
who are homeless due to foreclosure as op-
posed to eviction. 
 
While the need for HomeStretchôs housing and 
services is growing, financial donors are 
experiencing their own difficulties.   Ac-
cording to Development Director Donna McKin-
ney donations from individuals are down al-
most 50% from this same time period last 
year. Volunteers who are soliciting corporate 
sponsorships for upcoming events are finding it 
more challenging than ever before.   
  
In light of this, what can be done?  Now is the 
time for each of us to take a closer look... not 
at our 401Ks or investment portfolios... but at 
our blessings.  Today is the time to reach out 
to others who need our help more than ever.  
Please remember HomeStretch as you plan 
your year-end gifts.  Wonôt you give whatever 
you can afford? 

Main Street Comes to HomeStretch  


